
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1320 February 27, 2018 
Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, the De-

partment of Homeland Security has 
confirmed that 21 State electoral sys-
tems were targeted in the 2016 election, 
revealing vulnerabilities and jeopard-
izing the integrity of our elections and 
our democracy as people lose con-
fidence that their vote matters and 
that it will actually and accurately be 
counted. 

In 2016, DEF CON, the world’s largest 
hacking conference, revealed startling 
vulnerabilities in our election’s infra-
structure. We must take action now to 
safeguard our electoral infrastructure 
and ensure that each and every Amer-
ican vote is counted accurately. 

I am introducing the Securing Amer-
ica’s Elections Act, which will not only 
provide the American people with a 
voter-verified, reliable, and inde-
pendent paper record of their votes 
that can be implemented before the 
2018 elections but will also address the 
effectiveness and security of our elec-
tronic voting software. 

We must act now to secure our elec-
tions and renew our citizens’ faith in 
the integrity of those elections. 
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TRIBUTE TO MARIA DELITHA 
GREEN 

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, as 
Black History Month draws to a close, 
I wanted to recognize one of my con-
stituents who left her own mark on 
history. 

Just 2 days ago, on February 25, 2018, 
Beaver County lost one of its treasures. 
A Mississippi native and alumni of 
Viterbo University in La Crosse, Wis-
consin, Maria Delitha Green, fondly 
known as Dee, received a registered 
nursing license from the St. Francis 
School of Nursing in 1954. In 1955, she 
moved to Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania, 
where she was hired on at Providence 
Hospital as the first African-American 
registered nurse in Beaver County. 
Eventually, she was promoted to head 
nurse. 

Dee faced many obstacles as an Afri-
can-American nurse in the 1950s, such 
as the reality of segregated dormitory 
housing. However, she did not let those 
barriers discourage her, believing that 
people would accept her for who she 
was. 

A trailblazer and diligent worker, 
Dee loved her job and continued her ca-
reer as a nurse for 36 years, until she 
retired in 1990. She was a blessing to 
those with whom she came in contact 
and remained a caregiver until her 
health declined at the end of 2017. We 
are grateful for her decades of exem-
plary service and the outstanding 
model that she was. 

May God grant her eternal rest, and 
may her family be consoled with many 
blessed memories. 

GUN VIOLENCE 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, the 
question is: When? In 2017, there were 
11,600 deaths linked to gun violence. In 
2017, nearly four 911 attacks. There 
were more than 15,000 killed by gun vi-
olence in 2016. There were 383 mass 
shootings. 

The United States ranks number one 
in the world in terms of firearms per 
capita. The problem is so epidemic that 
gun violence is now the third leading 
cause of death of our children, which 
includes those dear souls who died in 
Florida just a couple of weeks ago. We 
heard those children’s voices. We have 
heard many voices. 

So let me explain to the American 
people: no one is grabbing the Second 
Amendment. I honor the amendments 
of this Nation. For your information, 
in order to change an amendment, you 
need a two-thirds vote of both the 
House and the Senate and three-quar-
ters of the States. The last time we 
changed an amendment was 1933, where 
we repealed the prohibition amend-
ment. 

This is a cause of the heart and the 
mind. It is not a Second Amendment 
debate. It is a debate on sensible gun 
legislation to save lives. 

Ban bump stocks. 
Extend the waiting period. 
Ensure that multiple munitions are 

banned and automatic weapons are 
banned. 

When is there going to be, Mr. Speak-
er, the coming together of a bipartisan 
effort to save the lives of our children? 
Enough is enough. We need to answer 
the call. Our children are dying. 

f 

HONORING REVEREND BILLY 
GRAHAM 

(Mr. WESTERMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life and min-
istry of Billy Graham. Billy Graham 
shared a simple message of the good 
news of salvation through Jesus. He 
never tired nor wavered from the story 
of how, as humans, we all have a rela-
tionship problem with God because of 
sin in our lives. But God loves us so 
much that He doesn’t give up on us. In 
fact, God has offered us an escape from 
the punishment due for our sin through 
the free gift of salvation, a gift that we 
can receive but we cannot earn because 
Jesus paid the price for our sins when 
He gave his life on the cross. Jesus 
overcame death; and through faith in 
Christ, we can, too. 

Billy Graham shared this message 
out of a deep love for God and his fel-
low man. Not for fame. Not for fortune. 

I thank God for the ministry of Billy 
Graham and the example he lived. May 
God comfort his family and a grateful 

nation as we mourn his loss, and may 
we never tire of sharing the good news 
of Christ. 

f 
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HOPE IN THE WAKE OF 
SENSELESS TRAGEDY 

(Mr. GOMEZ asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GOMEZ. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
talk about something that gives me 
hope in the wake of the senseless trage-
dies and attacks on our communities: 
the power of students to change the 
course of history. 

Fifty years ago this week, 15,000 stu-
dents in East Los Angeles rose up in 
solidarity to demand culturally rel-
evant education, better facilities, and 
diverse teachers. I rise in honor of 
those students from Wilson, Lincoln, 
Roosevelt, and Belmont High Schools, 
who started a movement that would be 
known as the East Los Angeles walk-
outs. 

I also rise in honor of current student 
activists everywhere. Student activism 
has always been a powerful response to 
social injustice, that when those in 
power fail to listen or to act in the in-
terests of all people, it is time for a 
new generation of Americans to speak 
up, walk out, and organize. 

Whether you were in East Los Ange-
les in 1968 or in Parkland, Florida, in 
2018, you will be heard, you will be re-
membered, and you will become the 
change that we all seek. 

f 

MICHAEL KENNY NAMED 2018 
GRAND MARSHAL OF SAVAN-
NAH’S ST. PATRICK’S DAY PA-
RADE 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Mr. Mi-
chael Kenny for being named the 2018 
grand marshal of the Savannah St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade, the second larg-
est St. Patrick’s Day Parade in the 
United States. It is important for ev-
eryone in Savannah, but most specifi-
cally, it is important for the Savannah 
Irish. 

Savannah has a historically large 
Irish community, integral to the fabric 
of our city, and the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade is a direct result of this impact. 
The first public observance of the holi-
day began in 1824, and now the parade 
has around 280 bands, families, soldiers, 
and floats, all marching through the 
streets of Savannah. 

A family affair, the Kenny family 
owns a successful local roofing com-
pany and has worked with the parade 
for over 40 years. His father, Nicolas 
Kenny, Jr., was the grand marshal in 
1978. 

In past years, the committee has cho-
sen between many candidates for grand 
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